A warm welcome to DS-RT 2009, the thirteenth IEEE/ACM Symposium on Distributed Simulation and Real-Time Applications. We hope we have arranged an exciting program this year, with two keynote speakers who are prominent in their research areas. Kalyan Perumalla from Oak Ridge National Laboratory will speak on "Switching to High Gear: Opportunities for Grand-scale Realtime Simulations" and Stephen R. Ellis from NASA Ames Research Center will talk about "Latency and Dynamic Fidelity in Virtual Environments". DS-RT 2009 targets the growing overlap between large distributed simulations and real time applications. In particular, the regular papers this year are grouped into the following sessions: Performance and Interest Management, Interoperability and Composibility, High Level Architecture (HLA), Consistency and Latency, Virtual Reality, Disaster Management, Simulation Studies, and Real-time Applications.
